
1 962/04/29 


Extract from a Record of the Meeting held at the White 


House on 28th April. 19S2. at 10.45 a.m. 


Minute 4 



4. Laos 

Mr. Rusk said that the Americans had noticed Russian restraint in Laos. The 
facts of the situation did not impose this upon the Russians and the Americans 
accordingly suspected that what Mr. Khrushchev had said in Vienna was of some 
importance and had helped to maintain calm. 

Mr. Rusk gave a summary of a telegram which had just been received from 
the United States Ambassador in Bangkok. He had been told by the Thai Foreign 
Minister that the talks which the latter had had with the mission from Vientiane had 
suggested .that the Laotians might have begun to see the light. There would be 
further talks in the following week. 

President Kennedy said that Western policy in Laos had been a good policy 
some months ago but the delay had spoiled it and if it were achieved now it might 
not be worth much. However, he saw no alternative and thought that we should 
continue with the present policy. The United States Government were doing all 
they could. They had conveyed an energetic warning to the King, and they had 
added a verbal warning that the United States might not intervene. They would 
consider withdrawing their military advisers; but it was not much use cutting off 
military aid, for this might cause a complete collapse of the Laotian Government. 
The American policy was to press them hard by all means short of causing a 
breakdown. They would, however, wait until 7th May before taking action in 
order to permit the Thais to use their influence. 

President Kennedy added that the only alternative policy was some sort of 
partition, but he agreed that we should try to avoid this and go ahead with the 
existing policy. 

There was some general discussion about the problem of keeping in touch with 
the leading Laotian personalities. It was useful that Mr. Malcolm MacDonald 
would be seeing the King. Prince Souvanna Phouma had been told that he would 
be welcome in Washington, but he had not shown any signs of coming there. There 
was no indication that he would go to London, and he probably felt embarrassed 
about having more extensive contacts with the West. Captain Kong Lae was touring 
in the Soviet bloc . There might be advantage in getting him to come to Paris or 
London. The Americans undertook to consider this further. 

President Kennedy said that Governor Harriman had particularly asked him 
to express appreciation of the helpful attitude taken by Her Majesty’s Ambassador 
at Vientiane. President Kennedy also said that Mr. Thompson had done very good 
work in Vietnam. 
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